
FRINGE APPLICATIONS DELEGATED TO THE NATIONAL PARK OFFICERS

App No. Grid Ref. Community Address   Decision Date Issued

21/20514/FRI N: 191855
E: 311027

Caerphilly
Planning 
reference:-
21/1016/NCC

Land At Graig-yr-Hufen 
Road.
Senghenydd
Caerphilly

Fringe – No 
comments

29 October 2021

22121/20413/FRI N: 207107
E: 331467

Goetre Fawr
Planning 
reference:- 
DM/2021/01325

Lapstone Cottage
Pen-groes-oped Road
Upper Llanover
Llanover
Abergavenny
Monmouthshire
NP7 9EL

Fringe – No 
comments

01 November 
2021

22121/20409/FRI N: 253262
E: 307835

Builth Wells
Powys CC 
Planning 
reference:- 
21/1381/FUL

Wernhalog Farm
Llanfaredd
Builth Wells
Powys
LD2 3TE

Fringe –
comments

21 October 2021

Thank you for your consultation received 21 September 2021 regarding the above full planning application 
(LPA Ref: 21/1381/FUL) which is accompanied by an Environmental Statement. 

We understand the current full planning application is for “erection of 2 additional broiler rearing units, to 
include the installation of air scrubbers, air scrubbing units to the 2 existing poultry houses, feed bins, dirty water 
tanks, and an extension to the concrete apron” at Wernhalog Farm, Llanfaredd, Builth Wells. The application 
site is located 18km away from the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (BBNPA) boundary but we 
understand the proposal is located with the River Wye Special Area of Conservation (SAC) catchment 
area which extends into areas within the BBNPA (as well as Powys County Council). It does not appear 
that BBNPA has  been previously consulted on earlier stages of this planning application. 

Background  

Policy and legal context  

Section 63 of the Environment Act (1995) sets out the statutory purposes of the National Park as 
follows: 

 To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Park; 
and 

 To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of 
the National Park 



 In accordance with section 62(2) of the Environment, any relevant Authority shall have regard to 
National Park purposes when performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in a 
National Park.  Relevant Authorities include public bodies, government departments, local authorities 
and statutory undertakers. 

 The Special Qualities of the National Park may be significantly impacted by development proposals on 
the fringes of the National Park. The Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan 2015-2020 defines 
the Special Qualities of the Brecon Beacons National Park as follows: 

 A National Park offering peace and tranquillity with opportunities for quiet enjoyment, inspiration, 
relaxation and spiritual renewal.

 A feeling of vitality and healthfulness that comes from enjoying the Park’s fresh air, clean 
water, rural setting, open land and locally produced foods. 

 A sense of place and cultural identity - “Welshness” - characterised by the use of the 
indigenous Welsh language, religious and spiritual connections, unique customs and events, traditional 
foods and crafts, relatively unspoilt historic towns, villages and family farms. The continued practices 
of traditional skills developed by local inhabitants to live and earn a living here, such as common 
land practices and grazing. 

 A sense of discovery where people are able to explore the Park’s hidden secrets and stories such as 
genealogical histories, prehistoric ritual sites, medieval rural settlements, early industrial sites, local 
myths, legends and geological treasures. 

 The Park’s sweeping grandeur and outstanding natural beauty observed across a variety 
of harmoniously connected landscapes, including marvellous gorges and waterfalls, classic 
karst geology with caves and sink holes, contrasting glacial landforms such as cliffs and broad 
valleys carved from old red sandstone and prominent hilltops with extensive views in all directions. 

 A working, living “patchwork” of contrasting patterns, colours, and textures comprising 
of well-maintained farmed landscapes, open uplands, lakes and meandering rivers punctuated by small-
scale woodlands, country lanes, hedgerows, stone walls and scattered settlements. 

 Extensive and widespread access to the Park’s diversity of wildlife and richness of semi-
natural habitats, such as native woodlands, heathland and grassland, natural lakes and riparian 
habitats, ancient hedgerows, limestone pavement and blanket bogs including those of international 
and national importance. 

 In the context of the UK, geographically rugged, remote and challenging landscapes. 
 Enjoyable and accessible countryside with extensive, widespread and varied opportunities 

to pursue walking, cycling, fishing, water-based activities and other forms of sustainable recreation or 
relaxation. 

 An intimate sense of community where small, pastoral towns and villages are comparatively 
safe, friendly, welcoming and retain a spirit of cooperation. 

 

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) (Edition 11) acknowledges the statutory purposes of National Parks and 
references the “Sandford Principle”, whereby if there is a conflict between the statutory purposes, greater 
weight shall be given to the first purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and 
cultural heritage. PPW states that “planning authorities have a statutory duty to have regard to National Parks 
and AONB purposes. This duty applies in relation to all activities affecting National Parks and AONBs, whether 
those activities lie within, or in the setting of, the designated areas” (see para 6.3.5).  



The Proposal and comments 
Based on the submission details, it is understood that the applicants operate a traditional beef and sheep 
farming enterprise from Wern Halog. 

In 2019 the applicants were granted planning permission to diversify their business into broiler chicken 
production through the erection of 2 No. poultry houses and associated infrastructure (18/0475/FUL) to 
accommodate up to 90,000 broiler chickens. The poultry unit was constructed in the spring / summer of 
2020 and has been operational since October 2020. 

The applicants are proposing to expand the poultry unit through the erection of 2 No. additional poultry 
sheds (99m x 26m and ridge height of 6.5m), and associated infrastructure. The additional buildings will 
house a further 45,000 broilers and will include air scrubbers to reduce ammonia. 4 no. feed bins and dirty 
water tanks are also proposed.

Landscape and Visual considerations
Given the significant separation distance between the BBNPA boundary and the intervening landscape 
features, the proposal is considered unlikely to be viewable from the National Park boundary. Therefore, 
the BBNPA offers no comment from a landscape and visual impact perspective. 

Phosphates
We note that NRW has commented on the planning application and have highlighted that the application 
site is within the catchment of the River Wye Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 

As set out in NRW’s letter this proposal should be screened through a Habitats Regulations Assessment 
(HRA), to determine whether they are likely to have a significant effect on the SAC (as a result of 
phosphates). As Powys County Council (PCC) is the competent authority in this regard, we will leave 
PCC to undertake the appropriate screening and if applicable Appropriate Assessment. 

However, BBNPA notes that the submitted Manure Management Plan document “Method Statement for 
Manure management, Proposed Broiler Unit at Land Wesst of Wern Halog, Llanfarred, Builth Wells” by Ian Pick 
(dated July 2021) states that all litter and all dirty water from wash down and scrubbers will be exported 
off-site to GP Biotec Anaerobic Digester (AD) Plant. This particular AD plant is located within the Brecon 
Beacons National Park at Great Porthamel Farm, near Talgarth - it is also located within the River Wye 
SAC catchment area. We would expect further information to be submitted to understand how this 
exported material is to be dealt with by the AD plant in order for the competent authority (Powys County 
Council) to complete their screening and/or Appropriate Assessment, including in-combination effects. 

We trust the above comments are of assistance; however, if you wish to discuss any aspect further, 
please do not hesitate to contact me.  

22121/20420/SCO N: 189397
E: 303491

Rhondda Cynon Taf 
CBC
The Planning 
Inspectorate 
reference:- 
3280378

Mynydd Y Glyn Wind 
Farm
Rhondda Cynon Taf

Fringe –
comments

03 November 
2021

It is understood that the Planning Inspectorate has received a request for a Scoping Opinion in relation to 
the above development and you are consulting the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority under 



Regulation 33 (7) of the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Wales) 
Regulations 2017. 

The Proposed Development
Up to 7 wind turbines of up to 180m maximum tip height along with associated infrastructures which 
includes substation and transformer housing, temporary construction compounds and temporary site 
offices, crane pads and cabling and access track.

It is noted that the PINS letter dated 24th September 2021 suggests the project is located in Gwynedd 
Council and Denbighshire County Council however it would appear that the project is in fact within 
Rhondda Cynon Taff County Borough Council area but is located around 15km away from the Brecon 
Beacons National Park Authority boundary (at its closest point). 

It is noted that this development is one of number of similar requests being considered by the Planning 
Inspectorate and other bodies in the general vicinity. The Authority has been recently made aware of the 
following: 
 Land at Mynydd Llanhilleth Common PINS Ref: 3273368; 
 Twyn Hywel Wind Farm PINS Ref: 3272053;
 Land at Manmoel Common, Manmoel Road near Ebbw Vale PINS Ref: 3239181; 
 Land at Penpergwn, Monmouthshire pre-application consultation stage; and 
 Land between Abertillery and Abersychan PINS Ref: 3278009. 
 
Comments on the EIA Scoping Report 
We have the following comments on the Mynydd y Glyn Wind Farm EIA Scoping Report dated 
September 2021: 

1. We note the applicant is proposing to prepare a Landscape and Visual Impact Chapter as part of 
the Environmental Impact Assessment process which is welcomed. 

2. Cumulative chapter – as raised above, the National Park Authority has recently been consulted 
on a number of new wind farm proposals on the fringes of the National Park boundary and the 
Authority has concern regarding their cumulative impact. A list has been provided above. Given 
this proliferation, we would argue that all existing, consented and submitted turbines within the 
identified radius need to be considered. 

3. It would appear the Zone of Theoretical Visibility has been calculated on the mid-range blade 
tip? If this is the case, this does not seem appropriate given the turbines could have a 180m 
blade tip.

4. Presumably the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) will change following the finalisation of the 
turbine layout. Therefore we reserve our consideration of the appropriateness of the 
viewpoints once further detail has been provided on these. It is noted that 17 viewpoints are 
currently identified in total, with 1 (no. 17) viewpoint being within the National Park boundary. 
It is noted these are all proposed to be photomontages. 

5. The legal and policy context should refer to the current Brecon Beacons National Park 
Management Plan (2015-2020). This is the document which sets out the Special Qualities of the 
National Park. Planning Policy Wales (PPW) requires that the special qualities of designated 
areas are given weight in the development planning and development management process. 
Therefore this document (as well as the Special Qualities) will need to be carefully considered as 
part of the Environmental Impact Assessment process. It is noted that the National Park’s 
Supplementary Planning Guidance on Landscape is not a draft – it is an adopted version. It would 
also be relevant for the EIA to reference the International Dark Sky Reserve as well as 
associated lighting policy and Supplementary Planning Guidance. 



6. It is unclear whether any assessment is proposed to be undertaken regarding glint and glare. The 
National Park Authority would be supportive of some consideration being given to glint and 
glare. 

We trust the above comments are of assistance however if you wish to discuss any aspect further please 
do not hesitate to contact me.


